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A TRIBUTE TO FLORENCE 
Barbara Baletti on behalf of the Garden Club of Montclair 

Merci, Madame la Présidente 
 
As Florence Leyssène moves out of her position as President of 
the Garden Club of Montclair, she leaves an indelible 
mark.  With confidence, resilience, and grace she took the helm 
and navigated our ship through the uncharted waters and choppy 
seas of the global pandemic.  She kept us afloat.  She kept us 
safe.  She kept the engine running 

Let’s review.  We were in the midst of this pandemic, nervously sequestered in our homes with 
most, if not all, of our social activities halted.  How could the Garden Club stay alive and 
vital?  Florence’s two-year term was up mid-2021 and there was reluctance to step in and take the 
reins at such an unpredictable time.  Florence made the magnanimous gesture to remain as President 
for an additional year.   

Throughout her term Florence Leyssène elicited the help of her fellow members and made clever 
adaptations to continue the normal functioning of our Club.  She became our Zoom Master 
extraordinaire, steering our members to virtual board meetings and program meetings.  Attendance 
was impressive.  Flower design and horticulture exhibitions went online with beautiful images 
gracing our web pages.  Virtual workshop tutorials were developed with the help of her fellow tech 
maven, Floss O’Sullivan, to the pleasure of all.  The Crane House was decorated by fully masked 
members.  The “Open Gardens” were kept open.  Garden Therapy thrived.  Avis Campbell became a 
secret meeting grounds.  We happily attended the 2021 Awards ceremony at Avis Campbell on a 
sunny day in May and our Holiday Tea in the chill of December.  Our Club survived and flourished. 

With Florence Leyssène’s leadership, our ship sailed on, despite the ever-changing conditions and 
circumstances of our times.  “Reset, Recharge, Rebloom” is exactly what we did.  We are forever 
grateful. 
 
Merci Beaucoup, Madame la Prèsidente!  
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FROM THE PRESIDENT  

Dear Garden Club Members and Provisionals, 

This is the last Potpourri letter I am addressing to you, and I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank you all for the incredible support you gave me during the three years of my Presidency. 

We, together, braved the obstacles we encountered such as the move from United Way Building to Van 
Vleck, then the unprecedented time of the pandemic.  We never gave up and with new ways of 
communicating, monthly virtual Programs, Workshops and Tutorials were provided.  A new website 
and weekly email-blasts kept us engaged daily and weekly. 
  
We are now slowly returning to a degree of normalcy.  In-person gatherings are back.  Avis Campbell 
Gardens offered a very informative and successful workshop in the garden to showcase the different 
beds and their captains.  Our talented Brenda Bingham captivated her audience in the Garden Club 
Room talking about Creative Muti-Rhythmic and Low Profile designs in anticipation of the Design 
Specialty Flower Show in September. On April 25th we enjoyed Anna Coy’s presentation.  Anna is the 
owner of Blooms in Hand in Verona and she shared with us her techniques to create three different 
magnificent arrangements. 

I am inviting you to attend our Annual Award Ceremony which will take place at Union 
Congregational Church, May 25, 2022, at 1:30 pm.  We will welcome our New Provisionals, present 
the awards for the year to the recipients, install the new officers for the upcoming 2022-2023 Board of 
Trustees, and more importantly welcome our new President! 

I am reminding all to attend Flower Show School III if you want to increase your knowledge in 
Horticulture and Design.  These two classes will be held at Holly House, May 4-5, 2022.  Go on GCNJ 
website for the registration form: 
https://www.gardenclubofnewjersey.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/GCNJ-FSS-III-
BROCHURE-5.2022.pdf  

On June 9, 2022, The Garden Club of New Jersey is holding its Annual Meeting at the Bridgewater 
Marriott Hotel in Bridgewater, NJ.  The Garden Club of Montclair might be the recipient of an award 
as applications have been sent to NGC.  Go on GCNJ website to register: 
https://files.constantcontact.com/01929f3f101/2a9e3ba8-9d8e-4228-97be-f7643c3ad554.pdf  

I know many of you are exploring your creativity as you are getting ready to interpret your assignment 
for Art in Bloom.  Good luck to you all and have fun! 

I am looking forward to seeing everyone at our Annual Awards Ceremony on May 25th at UCC.   
During difficult times we rely on our community, on each other for help and support, and move 
forward.  Thank you to Van Vleck, Union Congregational Church, and Mark Munley from NJCC who 
have welcomed us. 

Again, my sincere thank you for your support, dedication, and willingness to share your knowledge.  It 
has been a pleasure to work with you.  You taught me so much! 

Warm Regards,   
Florence Leyssène 
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AVIS CAMPBELL GARDENS TURNS 70 IN 2022!  
 

The highlight of our spring season was our Annual and Perennial Workshop on April 5th.  Eighteen 
members came out to talk with our bed captains about plant selection and care as well as favorite 
sources both near and far.  Methods such as pinching back tall perennials to keep them shorter and/
or to extend bloom further in the season were revealed.  

We shared packets of seeds from ACG including salmon poppies, Snow-on-the-Mountain, Four  
O’Clocks, and Verbena Bonariensis.  Raspberry pink-flowered tropical canna, overwintered from 
the Triangle Gardens, were offered to attendees as well.  Workshop organizers, Floss O’Sullivan and 
Sarah Olson, provided coffee and macarons in gorgeous spring colors and offered Easter eggs filled 
with candy and lucky tickets to win books from our erstwhile Club Room Library.  Handouts from 
this event will be available on our website and/or by request. 

This season we’ll enjoy a newly installed irrigation system gifted to ACG from Irritech Training.  A 
thorough revamp of our system included the installations of a state-of-the-art control unit and a 
super sensitive rain gauge.  We anticipate happier bed captains and a savings in our water use with 
these new tools.  

Recent years at ACG have seen the infiltration of two kinds of tough weeds.  The Committee is 
looking into a Compost Campaign involving a turning composter unit that could produce weed-free 
‘gardener’s gold’ twice over a season.  Tree removal to open up the area to more sun may be step 
two of this effort. 

Our Avis crew is at the garden every Tuesday from 9:30-12pm all summer and will hold late 
afternoon/evening sessions starting in May.  If you’d like to be part of our weekly email or have 
questions about the garden, reach out to Maureen Sprong at gmrcs@comcast.net. 

Watch for an early October date announcement to celebrate Avis Campbell Gardens 70th!  
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APRIL FLOWER DESIGN COMPETITION RESULTS 

Year Theme:  The Beat Goes On 
Month Theme:           Fascinatin’ Rhythm 
  
Provisional:   An American Traditional Design 
   No Entries 

Novice:  A Multi-Rhythmic Design 
   No Entries  
    
Intermediate:  A Multi-Rhythmic Design  
   Floss O’Sullivan  First Award 
   Sarah Olson   Second Award   
   Cheryl Slutsky  Third Award    
       
Advanced:  A Multi-Rhythmic Design 
   Susan Straten   First Award 
   Carol Callahan  Honorable Mention 
  
Advanced Plus: A Multi-Rhythmic Design 
   Cynthia Corhan-Aitkin First Award 
   Fran Ackerly    Second Award 
    
  
Judges:  Gail Bassolino, MaryLou Phifer 
Clerks:  Fran Ackerly, Floss O'Sullivan 
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APRIL HORTICULTURE COMPETITION RESULTS 

Narcissus (daffodil, jonquil) - 1 cut stem, no foliage:    
   Susan Straten   First Award 
    
Tulipa (tulip) - 1 cut stem, minimum of one attached leaf:  
  
   Karen Whitehaus  First Award 
   Karen Whitehaus  Second Award  
   Susan Straten   Honorable Mention  
    
  
NEWS FROM GARDEN THERAPY 

Garden Therapy held a floral arranging workshop at Oasis, Saturday, March 26th.  Offering an 
opportunity for their clients who attend the facility on weekends, the workshop provided a peaceful 
venue for participants to enjoy the beauty of flowers and pride of creativity, choice, and ownership. 

Many thanks to Fran Ackerly who led the design workshop and to our seven members who 
volunteered that morning to help.  We had 10 participants who dove right in and worked hard to 
follow Fran’s directions! 

Our Mountainside Hospital arrangement was delivered to the nursing staff on April 6th.  The 
designers were Michele Trevenen, Ellen Colton, and Susan Dumont. 

Garden Therapy’s last scheduled event for the Club year will take place on April 29th, after this 
issue of Potpourri has been published.  Volunteers will have shared fun and camaraderie making 80 
‘May Day’ gift bag arrangements for patients of the Canterbury Rehab Center in Cedar Grove. 
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THREE WORKSHOPS THAT HERALDED SPRING 

Engaging experts, Barbara Meyer, Maureen Sprong, and Brenda Bingham led 
three workshops in March and April that inspired 61 members with gardening 
and flower design advice.  We pruned the rose beds with Barbara Meyer on a 
chilly and snowy Sunday in March and accomplished in a day what usually 
takes a week!  This photo depicts Sarah Olson— pruning champion! 

 

On April 5th Maureen Sprong and the expert Bed Captains treated 
members to a comprehensive tour of Avis Campbell Gardens.  
Discussing each section of the Wheel of Life layout, there was just 
enough new spring growth to see how each bed was planted.  We 
learned about Michele Tomasik’s beautiful grasses that create focal 
point showstoppers and the budding orange spirea in Wendy Stahl’s 
herb garden.  Claire Stepleton shared her love of annuals, salvia, and 
dahlias, especially the Kelvin Floodlight.  What to do with a wet 
area?  Karen Whitehaus talked of balloon flowers, and shared 
memories of the gorgeous peach Agastache that grew there.  Celia 
Radek’s shadier bed works for the magenta-colored ancient tree 
peonies, Joe Pyeweed and Rose Mallow Hibiscus blossoms, which 

are a must see in her bed during summer.  Other Bed Captains stayed busy weeding and tending to 
their garden sections while the tour went on – a true “working garden.”  Maureen’s comprehensive 
knowledge, her love affair with dahlias, and gift of both Snow on the Mountain and Verbena 
Bonariensis seeds made the workshop memorable.  Our parting gift was a full page of the best 
garden centers the bed captains favor for plant purchases.  

Lastly, we closed our workshop season with Brenda 
Bingham’s display of Multi-Rhythmic and Low-Profile 
flower designs, as preparation for September’s Design 
Specialty Flower Show.  Talk about inspiration!  Brenda 
had a lively discussion with 23 members, explaining how 
to identify and achieve rhythms, the innovative use of 
common and industrial materials, and the minimal plant 
material needed for these designs (see photo).  The 
workshop ended with an opportunity for members to 
purchase unique pieces and materials that Brenda donated 
along with items from the late Joan Crowther’s collection.  It gives the next generation of flower 
designers a head start in the right direction and all proceeds benefit the Garden Club of Montclair. 

Over the last two years, the time spent developing workshops and the enthusiasm of members 
attending them, gave us purpose and sparked our collective creativity.  Thank you to all our leaders 
of workshops – their time and talent are true gifts to the Club! 
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OPEN GARDENS 5th YEAR 
 It’s Our Party (weed if you want to) by Marilyn Zaret 

Atticus Finch once said that you never really know a man until you step into his shoes and walk 
around in them.  We say that you never know someone until you step into their garden. 
  
And stepping into gardens we did.  It was as if a magic gate had opened by the way our Club 
members poured in to celebrate a staggering range of creativity.  As it became apparent that gardens 
of all sizes, styles, and levels of expertise were embraced, more hosts signed up.  During the 
pandemic, when all other activities shifted to virtual platforms, our casual gatherings morphed into 
a lifeline and attendance soared. 

This seed has blossomed into a family tree of 20 volunteer hosts in four years.  Join us.  This is your 
stage for the day/days you chose and new ideas are welcomed as we adapt to our whims.   Last 
year’s Fernwood Avenue Walk, the brainchild of a couple of provisionals, embraced a neighborhood 
with a trio of Open Gardens.  As always, friends, families, and neighbors were included because 
everyone loves a garden party.  Email me at marzaret@comcast.net to add your garden to the list! 

Just ask someone who has shared their no longer secret garden:  Tova, Nancy, Maureen, Bob, 
Karen, Denise, Sarah, Victoria, Stacie, Cynthia, Barbara, Florence, Deborah, Brigitte, Michelle, 
Kathy, Cheryl, Virginia, Anna, and ME!  

WORKSHOP: GETTING READY FOR THE FLOWER SHOW  

Get expert advice on how to best display your designs and conform to a Flower Show schedule.  
Staging and Mechanics Workshop will be held on Wednesday, June 15th,  at 10am in the 
Garden Club Room.  Florence Leyssène will present two topics in preparation for the September 
Design Specialty Flower Show.  Exhibition staging will be covered in the first part of the 
workshop.   The second part will focus on Botanical Arts Design, highlighting the Pot-et-fleur 
design.  Please RSVP to celiaradek@gmail.com. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY MR. OLMSTED 

Frederick Law Olmsted’s 200th anniversary will be celebrated in Anderson Park on 
Saturday May 14th, 1pm-4pm.  GCM will be there.  Invited by Friends of Anderson Park to 
set up a display, this is a great opportunity to share our work with the community.  Join us 
at our GCM table (even if you only have an hour).  RSVP to Celia Radek, 
celiaradek@gmail.com.  Displays, children’s activities, a theatrical living-history portrayal, 
(and maybe a birthday cake!) are on tap for the day.  The event is free with more 
information at the friendsofandersonpark.com. 
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The Garden Club of Montclair, Inc.   
60 South Fullerton Avenue  Suite 303 
Montclair, NJ 07042 

Next issue of Potpourri: 
September 2022 
________________________ 
Potpourri Staff 
Claire Stepleton, Karen Whitehaus – Editors 
Florence Leysènne – President 
Marilyn Zaret - Committee 

      
CALENDAR 

May 
   2 M Board of Trustees Meeting 10:00am via Zoom 
 10 Tu Avis Campbell Gardens Lift Tulips & Plant Annuals 9:30am 
 16 M Triangle Gardens Lift Tulips & Plant Annuals 9:30am 
 17 Tu Avis Campbell Gardens Lift Tulips & Plant Annuals/Dahlias 9:30am 
 25 Th Annual Awards Meeting 1:30pm Union Cong Church 

June 
   6 M Board of Trustees Meeting followed by Calendar Planning 10:00am via Zoom 
 15 W Staging and Mechanics Workshop 10:00am Garden Club Room 
 17 F Committee Reports due to Yearbook Chair and recording Secretary 

Note:  Avis Campbell gardeners meet every Tuesday morning to work in the gardens.    
 Contact Maureen Sprong at gmrcs@comcast.net to be added to the distribution list. 
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